
A 19thC Russian icon of St Barbara (the Great Martyr Barbara) 
 
Information provided by the owner: 
 

To the best of my knowledge this icon has always been in the same family since its purchase in Russia 
in the early 1900's. 
 
Adonis (Anton) Patellis was a very wealthy and successful trader working in the Odessa region of 
Imperial Russia in the late 1800's, early 1900's and it was he who brought the icon back to Greece in 
1918 when it was no longer possible to be a foreign trader in the new Soviet Russia.   
 
Anton passed the icon on to his sister Kalotina who married into the wealthy sponge dealing Kalymnos 
family of Gregor Kouremetis.  The icon stayed with her until 1973 when she passed it to her son George 
Kouremetis and his New Zealand wife.  The icon has been in their possession ever since April 
1973.  The glass in the icon case was broken during the flight back to Auckland from Athens and when 
the case was opened, to repair the glass, there was a small amount of crumpled newspaper being used 
as packing in the icon case.  Not being able to read Russian a photocopy of the newspaper was sent to 
the Russian embassy in Wellington in 1989 to try and establish a more precise date for the icon. (See 
correspondence between  and the Russian Embassy and the photocopy of the newspaper below).  The 
glass was broken again (grandchild) and has since been replaced with museum quality UV glass. 
 
The subject of the icon is St Barbara (who died c. 200CE; feast day December 4), legendary virgin 
martyr of the early church. Venerated as one of the 14 Holy Helpers, she is invoked in thunderstorms 
and is the patron saint of artillerymen and miners. According to legend, which dates only to the 7th 
century, she was the beautiful daughter of a pagan, Dioscorus, who kept her guarded in a tower to 
protect her from harm. When she professed Christianity and refused marriage, he became enraged 
and took her to the provincial prefect, who ordered her to be tortured and beheaded. Dioscorus 
himself performed the execution and, upon his return home, was struck by lightning and reduced to 
ashes.    
 

 



 
 

 


